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CIA more active than ever: Tt urner. 


By Bob Olmstead when, he said, there: was “a ofdemocracy - and - i tae 


tumaround.””” : .. government ee 

Adm. Stansfield Turner, 
head of the Central Intelli- 
gence’ Agency, said Monday 
the nation’s biggest spy unit 
has come through the post 
Watergate reaction against it 
undiminished ia size and. more 
active than ever. 

Turner’ said the = CUA, = 
“more: aggressive” today = in; 
recruiting agents in unfriendly: 
nations despite the increasing. 

_ yeliance in recent years oi spy. 
satellites and other techaologi-~ 
cal spy” systems. « 

The Y outs: with 2 techno= 
logical device, Turner: said” in: 
a press-conference with ‘Sun-: 

‘Times editors. and..writers, is. 
that. it-“only tells you. what. 
happened yesterday. .- = 

_ “When I tell someone ‘what 
the device reported, they: say,.:- Tae 
‘But, Stan, why did it happenyi~: Among. newsmen,’ “too? ; 
and what's going. to. cbappen ;. “1 would do the same thing... 
tomorrow?” —Newsmen - volunteer,” he an- - 

As the head of the ‘nation’s. swered, adding that.the num- _telligence’ organization. 
Intelligence system, Turner re-"’ “ber . who eeaaasld is - Baie aN, ae fe 
ports once-a week. personally: many.” (owas NS “after his luncheon talk,. Turn- 
to eee Carter. 3 S.ncnl: ae was. ie Crane ‘to er was asked if CIA bribery-of : 

*" TURNER speak at a luncheon 0 e- foreign. officials . makes for-. 
whether. ER WOULDNT say: ‘american Society of Civil En~-eigners doubt the United: 

‘despite its: recent siege ohn. gineers. at the Conrad Hilton . States” olaimm. as. a champion. 

Hotel as part of his continuing ==." fy attoarlit  ced: o 


popularity—which. he say3-IS' effort to sell the CA's merits 
ending: But he added: tg the public: ; s e 


“The number of agents is: eka TT ae ae 
not going down. We are more. ve gone- ‘aroun t 
aggressive—no,. that has. con=~ ‘country Tm. encouraged to- 

hear people say they need and - 
notations. of being unfriend-:- 

jly—more active today than. ‘want. -good: intelligence. But . 
dl before! 27 8 “serge thEYY haves doubdts-: -about., 
.: Asked. it the CIA ‘alse tp ree? whether .we're covering: ¢ too 4 
” _— Eee 

© erating: actively. in. friendly: _much,” he sald: 
_ nations; Turner ‘said, “You. re-2- 
: Cruit:agents~. wherever syou-, was in- the: “public's “distavor 
> ean? ae SE ee zy from, A974 to~, last. winter, 


_-° Instead - of - “criticizing. the ~-- Turner said that, is Aae. ri 
CIA today, he said, “people forms put into effect since thei 
are spending a lot more time Watergate scandal, bribery of| 

saying how do we eas the sae foreign . officials - must- have 

done.” 5 seu .- prior approval by the Presi 
saue leNrr ROSY, HowNie. congressiona” 
in’ the .CLA’s. public. relations he peal agit cone Sad 

. picture: “Besides, he said: ‘Bribery is. 

Turner-and “aides bristled “at: : 2 pejorative word ... - if- you: 

thes “mention: of: former- agent _ have:someone .; working. for} 

Philip: “Agee; . who -wrote. a. You in 2 foreign country, it's 

‘book: telling- ofthe. agency's _ Simply: remuneration for ser 

~ activities and. Who- still, spilis.;,ViCe>- rendered. It’s not- brib= 

"CIA secrets from. his. base i in. -aSY Ty alts salaryer scat 


. this. gets: the: financing to: put; 
“gut a-smooth publication ané: 

ae keep on: ‘operating over: ee 
: i eae asked If iS 
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SIA more active than ever: 


By Bob Olmstead 


Admiral Sransfield Turner, head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, said Monday 
the nation’s bigeest spy unit has come 
through the post-Watergate reaction azainst 
it undiminished in size and more active than 
ever. 

. Turner said the CIA is “more aggressive” 
today recruiting agents in unfriendly nations, 
despite the eincreasing reliance in recent 
years on spy satellites and other technologi- 
cal spy systems. 

The trouble with a technological device, 
Turner said in. 2 press conference with Sun- 
Times editors and Avriters, is- that it “only 
tells you what happened yesterday. 

“When £ tall ‘someone what the device re- 
ported, they say. ‘But Stan, why did it hap- 
pen and w hat’ s “going to happen 
tomorrow?" * 

As the head of the nation’s intelligence 
system, Turner reports ence a week person- 
ally to President _Carter. 


TURNER WOULDN'T - ‘SAY whether the 


CIA‘is growing despite its recent siege of une - 


popularity~—which he says is ending. But he 
added: 

“The number of agents is not going down. 
We are more aggressive—no, that has con- 
notations of being unfriendly—more’ active 
today than ever before.” 
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Among newsmen too? 

“I would do the same thing. Newsmen 
volunteer,” he answered, adding that the 
number who volunteer is “not many.” 

Turner was in Chicago to speak at a 
Incheon of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers at the Pick-Congress Hote! as part 
of his continuing effort to sell the CIA’s mer- 
its te the public. 

“As I've gone around the country I’m ene« 


couraged to hear people say they need and © 


want good intelligence. But they have doubts: 
about whether we're covering’ too much,” he 
said. 

Turner said that the CIA was jn the ptib- 
lic’s disfavor from 1974 to last winter when. 
he said, there was “a turnaround.” 

Instead of criticizing the CIA today, he 
said, “people are spending a lot more time 
saying how do we get the job done.’ : 


ALL ISN’T ROSY, however, in the CIA's 
public relations picture. 

Turner and aides bristled at mention of 
former agent Philip Agee, who wrote 2 book 
telling of the agency’s activities and who 
still spills CIA secrets from _ his base in 
Europe. 

“I wonder how a man like this gets the {i+ 
nancing to put out a smooth publication and 


to keep on operating over the years,” said. 


Turner. 
Turner was asked if he knows where 


Asked if the CIA is ulso recruiting. actively a Agee 5 Bets his money. 
in friendly nations, Turner said, £Youl recruit," "NG. Lreally don’t,” said the head of the 
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